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“READINGS FROM THE RING OF FIRE”

An evening to raise funds for the Red Crossʼs earthquake relief efforts 
in Japan and New Zealand

Sponsored by Alfred Dallaire Memoria

FRIDAY MARCH 25, 2011, 6-8 PM

Salon B bibliocafé, 4231 Saint-Laurent Blvd.

Featuring artists from countries along the seismic zone known as 
the Pacific Ring of Fire.

   Cleo Paskal (Canada), Shelagh Plunkett (Canada), Elise Moser (US/Canada), Alice Petersen (New Zealand) and the poetry of Aspasia Worlitzky
(Chile/Canada), Maya Khankhoje (Mexico), Aimée Paradis (Canada), Rodrigo Sandoval (Chile/Canada), 

Lady Rojas (Peru), and, appearing for Proyecto Cultural Sur, 
Tito Alvarado (Chile) and Francisco Belmont (Mexico)

with flautist and shinobue player Yuki Isami (Japan), 
and singer Aya Aikawa (Sendai, Japan)

International writers living in Montreal are pleased to announce a benefit evening to help raise funds for the Red Cross in earthquake-stricken
Japan, and Christchurch, New Zealand. Many of us have travelled, many of us are immigrants; we all know how difficult it is to be away when
natural disaster strikes the people and the countries that we love.  “Readings from the Ring of Fire” is a gesture of solidarity and support on the
part of international writers living in Montreal for quake-stricken Japan and for the city of Christchurch, New Zealand.

This event would not be possible without the kind sponsorship of Alfred Dallaire Memoria. This event is registered with the Canadian Red Cross.
All donations will go to the Canadian and New Zealand Red Cross funds for earthquake relief. Admission is free.

For more information, contact Alice Petersen, 514-277-1395 or lilkiwi@videotron.ca

AYA AIKAWA: Sendai, Japan, is Aya Aikawaʼs home town.

“Music is my love and is the best I can do to support people in my hometown.”

She first came to Canada as an exchange student at the age of seventeen. Her love for music brought her back again to Canada in 2002.  At
Vancouver Community College she studied jazz voice with Kate	  Hammett-‐Vaughan. She later played percussion for the indie pop band The
Winks.  She moved to Montreal, Quebec in 2004 where she studied at Concordia University with jazz vocalist Madeleine	  Theriault and mezzo-
soprano Jocelyne	  Fleury and attended master classes with vocalist Jeri	  Brown. She received a BFA degree with distinction in 2007.  Aya Aikawa is
currently working as a choir director while she continues to pursue her passion and explore her personal music style through various projects and
collaborations.

            Aya Aikawa is available for media interviews (514) 655-6530

 

FRANCISCO BELMONT has lived in Montreal three and half years now. He was a journalist and civil servant in Mexico for 20 years, and,
because his country is currently going through some very difficult times, he was forced to come to Canada. Here, he participates in Proyecto
Cultural Sur and is still working as a journalist and writing in Spanish under the assumed name of Juanito Guanabacoa for several Mexican
newspapers such as Noticias Rio Grande and Taller el Cantaro and on social issues for various Latin American publications like Blogueros
Revolucionarios and Kaos en la Red. He is currently learning English and French and finds it HARD! hard! HaRd!

 

mailto:lilkiwi@videotron.ca


YUKI ISAMI: After having obtained first prize from the Tôhô Gakuen University of Music in Tokyo, Yuki Isami was accepted to the studio of Claire
Marchand at the McGill Conservatory; and the following year, to the studio of Marie-Andrée Benny at the Conservatoire de musique de Montréal
where she received the prestigious Prix avec grande distinction unanimously. Chamber musician, orchestra player and sought-after soloist, Yuki
Isami has additionally participated in numerous festivals, performing at concerts in Japan, Canada, Argentina, United States, Spain and
France. Yuki is presently participating in several projects, such as Duo Yusa, a flute duo (www.duoyusa.com), as well as Allogène ensemble: a
chamber-music group. She also plays with lʼOrchestre Métropolitain du Grand  Montréal and lʼOrchestre Symphonique de Laval.

 

“I wanted do something to help people who have experienced this very sad situation.”

 

MAYA KHANKHOJE, of Belgian and Indian ancestry, has lived in Mexico, India and the United States before settling down in Montreal. She
writes poetry, essays, short-stories and book reviews. She has been involved with Montreal Serai, an online cultural e-zine, for 25 years. For her,
home is wherever you can share a crust of bread with another human being. She is participating in this event not only out of solidarity with the
victims of earthquakes but also because she has vivid memories of her anguish when a major earthquake struck Mexico City and it took her more
than a week to find out that her loved ones were OK.

 

ELISE MOSER ʼs stories have been published across Canada, the US, and the rest of the Commonwealth as well. Her novel Because I Have
Loved and Hidden It came out in 2009. She is president of the Quebec Writersʼ Federation. She believes we are all deeply connected, and is
grateful to have this opportunity to make this gesture of solidarity with the peoples of New Zealand-Aotearoa and Japan.

 

AIMÉE DANDOIS PARADIS est originaire de la Gaspésie. Elle est détentrice dʼun baccalauréat en sciences expérimentales de lʼuniversité de
Paris et une maîtrise en littérature française de lʼUniversité de Montréal. Elle a été journaliste, professeure, présidente de la Société des écrivains
canadiens (maintenant la société des Écrivains francophones dʼAmérique) et directrice des Prix de lʼEFA. Elle est membre de nombreux jurys
littéraires. Elle a fondé Les Éditions lavalloises en 1986. Conceptrice et réalisatrice de Midi es Musica Musique, poésie.et  conseillère  aux arts
littéraires au Gesù. Elle a publié : À corps et à cris, Sang des mots, Cris de silence cils de lʼaurore (traduit en anglais)  et Vie en berne paraîtra en
avril   2011 chez CIDIHCA.

 

CLEO PASKAL is a geopolitical expert who specializes in the geopolitical, security, and economic implications of environmental change
(including climate change). Her book on the topic, Global Warring: How Environmental, Economic and Political Crises Will Redraw the World
Map. Global Warring won one of three Awards of Merit in the 2010 Grantham Prize for Excellence in Reporting on the Environment competition
and won the 2010 Mavis Gallant Prize for Non-Fiction. Cleo Paskal is also an award-winning journalist who has contributed to, among others, The
Economist, The Independent, and the Sunday Times. She has hosted BBC radio shows and wrote an Emmy-winning TV series. She has had
columns with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, National Post and, currently, the Toronto Star. She is an Associate Fellow at Chatham
House (aka Royal Institute of International Affairs), Adjunct Faculty in the Department of Geopolitics, Manipal University, India, and Adjunct
Professor of Global Change, School of Communication and Management Studies, Kochi, India. She is also a consultant for the U.S. Department
of Energy's Global Energy and Environment Strategic Ecosystem and a Huffington Post blogger.

 

ALICE PETERSEN is a citizen of New Zealand and Canada. Her stories have been published in journals and anthologies in both countries. Her
story collection All the Voices Cry (forthcoming from Biblioasis Press in 2012) was shortlisted for the 2010 Metcalf Rooke Award.  Alice was moved
to organize the evening “Readings from the Ring of Fire” because she wanted to help the people of quake-stricken Christchurch, New Zealand.
The disaster in Japan reiterated for her that we are globally connected by seismic events.

 

“I agree with writers who consider writing to be an act of empathy, but it should not take an earthquake for us to voice our empathy out loud.”

 

SHELAGH PLUNKETT grew up in Vancouver, South America and in Asia. In 2006 she moved to Montreal from a small island off the West Coast
of Canada. In 2007, Shelagh won the CBC Literary Award for creative non-fiction. Her work has been published in a number of national journals
including The Walrus, enRoute Magazine, Geist and the Globe and Mail. She writes primarily literary non-fiction including memoir and travel.

 

“Watching news footage of Christchurch and northern Japan leaves me feeling extremely close to yet cut off from those who are contending with
the devastation, chaos and grief wrought by the earthquakes and their aftermaths. I want to remember that the distances between us are not so
great, not so insurmountable. I want to help in any way I can.”
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LADY ROJAS BENAVENTE, a Peruvian-Canadian writer, believes in the power of the poetic word shared in national conferences and in schools
— Ottawa, Gatineau, Montreal, Toronto, London and Quebec — and internationally — Peru, Chile, France Mexico and Argentina; she also
believes in the written signs offering the intimate gift of oneself and of the others, and in the common and integrating spirit of life. Poetry is an
open voice to integrate ourselves with suffering people, and to promote dialogue and sharing human emotion. She has published poems in many
journals and a bilingual book, Étoile d'eau / Estrella de agua (2006), translated by Nicole Barré. In 2010, she organized the second Meeting of
Hispano-Canadian Women Writers in Montreal and is preparing its anthology for 2011.

 

RODRIGO SANDOVAL was born in Quebec from Chilean parents. He lived in Chile until  1973. Heʼs been writing poetry in Spanish, French and
English since 2005. In 2008, he published the poetry book Memoria Ausente (Absent memory) in Spanish with Mago Editores in Santiago, Chile.
He has published poetry in Gusts (Tanka Canada), La Revue du Tanka francophone, Art le sabord and The Apostoles Review. In 2010, his
English poems were finalists in the CBC Literary Awards contest.

“I lived through three major earthquakes in Chile and grew up hearing my father talk about the Chilean earthquake of 1938. An earthquake is a
glimpse into the smallness of humanity; it destroys quickly and forces us to reach out beyond our individualities.” 

ASPASIA WORLITZKY est écrivaine, comédienne et professeure. Elle habite à Laval et elle est née au Chili en 1944. Veuve et mère de trois
enfants, professeur dʼallemand, professeure de français, d'expression dramatique, elle a aussi une maîtrise en éducation à l'Université de
Montréal. En 2004 elle a été invitée à la 14e rencontre des Femmes Poètes au Pays des Nuages (Encuentro de mujeres poetas en el País de las
nubes) qui sʼest tenue à Oaxaca, Mexique. 

 

Pour diffusion immediate  – le 21 mars 2011

“LECTURES DE LʼANNEAU DE FEU”

Une soirée de levée de fonds pour les efforts dʼintervention de la Croix-Rouge 
à la suite des violents séismes au Japon et en Nouvelle-Zélande

Commandité par Alfred Dallaire Memoria

  VENDREDI 25 MARS 2011, 18:00 – 20:00 HEURES

Salon b. bibliocafé, 4231 boulevard Saint-Laurent

Avec écrivains, poètes et musiciens originaires des pays situés sur 
le cordon sismique pacifique connu comme lʼAnneau de feu.

  Miguel Syjuco (les Philippines), Cleo Paskal (Canada), Shelagh Plunkett (Canada), Elise Moser (É.U./Canada), Alice Petersen (Nouvelle-
Zélande/Canada), ainsi que les poèmes dʼAspasia Worlitzky (Chili/Canada), Maya Khankhoje (Mexique), Aimée Paradis (Canada), Rodrigo Sandoval

(Chili/Canada), 
Lady Rojas (Pérou), et, représentant le Proyecto Cultural Sur, 

Tito Alvarado (Chili) et Francisco Belmont (Mexique)

Accompagné de 
Yuki Isami (Japan) à la flûte et au shinobue 

et de la chanteuse Aya Aikawa (Sendai, Japan)

Divers écrivains, poètes et musiciens  internationaux vivant à Montréal ont le plaisir de vous convier à une soirée benefice pour soutenir les efforts de la
Croix-Rouge suite aux ravages des tremblements de terre au Japon et à Christchurch, Nouvelle-Zélande.

Nombre d’entre nous avons voyagé, nombre d’entre nous sommes immigrants; quand un désastre survient, nous savons tous comme il est difficile d’être loin des
gens et des pays dont nous sommes originaires et que nous aimons de tout cœur. Cette levée de fonds marque un geste de solidarité et de soutien pour les
habitants de Christchurch, Nouvelle-Zélande et les habitants de Sendai, Japon.

Cette soirée ne serait pas possible sans le généreux soutien d’Alfred Dallaire Memoria. Cet événement a été enregistré auprès de la Croix-Rouge Canadienne.
Toutes contributions iront à la Croix-Rouge Canadienne pour le séisme au Japon et à la New Zealand Red Cross pour le séisme de Christchurch. 
Entrée gratuite.

Pour plus d’informations:



Alice Petersen, organisatrice, 514-277-1395, lilkiwi@videotron.ca
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